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THE DOOR 

Recently while visiting that most beau- 

tiful and historic spot where Gilbert 

¥ Stuart first saw the light of day, I was 
particularly impressed with a door with 
an old-fashioned latch string. The door, of 
course, was hand-hewn with its wooden 
latch and nails crudely wrought. Up over 
the latch was a small hole through which 
a black cord could be put: if you wanted 
any one to enter, you inserted the cord 
in the hole so it would hang on the 
outside. But if you desired privacy, you 
withdrew the cord to the inside of the 
door, and the latch could not be lifted 
from the outside. 

How often we have heard a warm- 
hearted friend pre Ss_an invitation up us 
with the remark “The latch string is 
always out.” Inwardly our hearts were 
strengthened, and we promised ourselves 
that some day we would make time in 
our busy lives to go and visit that friend. 

As I stood looking at that door, I was 
reminded of the One who said, “Behold I 
stand at the door and knock.” He can not 
gain entrance to the inner chamber of our 
hearts unless we put tthe latch string 
out. To do this demands a directive of the 
will: the mind must say ‘to the hand, “In- 
sert the cord.” So must we will to let 
God into the recesses of our lives. He asks 
entrance but never forrces. He seeks but 
never imposes. He waits but never in- 
trudes. May one latch string always be 
out when we feel His presence, when we 
hear His call. Perhaps He stands at your 
door today: May there be a welcome. 

My door was barred, 
His hand was scarred, 
I died for thee. 
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My door was ajar 
Light streamed from afar — 


I live for Thee. 
, Alice T. Hartnett 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
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TONIGHT, the great world’s heart be- 
comes an Inn 
Where LOVE may, for a season, make 
dwelling. 
Above earth’s old disorder and its din, 
Unearthly harmonies are strangely 
swelling. 
Across the wasteland of our greed and sin 
we hear the mystery of the skies are 
telling. 


How shall we love THEE, holy hidden 
BEING, 


If we love not the world which THOU 
hast made? 

O give us brother-love for better seeing 

THY WORD MADE FLESH, and in a 
manger laid: 

THY KINGDOM COME, O LORD, THY 
WILL BE DONE. 


— Lawrence Housman 


acquainted was enjoyed preceding 
the luncheon. The afternoon pro- 
gram included a presentation of her 
work by each departmental secre- 
tary, with time given for questions 
and discussion. A copy of the Pres- 
ident’s Annual Report was given to 
each president, with a detailed ex- 
planation of how each part should 
be completed at the end of the year 
It is hoped that having this blank 
for reference throughout the year, 
more complete and accurate records 
will be received at the close of the 
year. 


We were happy to have two of 
the National Executive Committee 
with us, Lillian Chant and Annice 
Carter. Each spoke briefly concern- 
ing her work. 


INDIANA YEARLY MEETING 
UNITED SOCIETY of 
FRIENDS WOMEN 


Two meetings, filled with interest 
and inspiration, were held during 
the time of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
under the sponsorship of the United 
Society of Friends Women. 


A Missionary luncheon was held 
on Thursday in the dining room of 
the First Friends Meeting House 
‘in Richmond. Bouquets of summer 
flowers provided attractive decora- 


Friday evening another U.S. F. W. 
service was held in the auditorium of 


the Yearly Meeting House. As a de- 
votional prelude to the meeting a 
pageant on the theme “Advance, 
Oh Church of Christ” was presented 
by the women of the Dorothy Pitman 
Circle of First Friends Meeting. 

A letter from Logan Smith was 
read, telling in an interesting way 
of the conditions on the field in Ja- 
maica where he is serving. Helen 
Ridgeway, on furlough from Africa, 
spoke briefly about “Our Mission 
in Kenya.” She had one of the new 
Bibles recently printed in the Lura- 
goli language. 

John Retherford gave a inspira- 
tional message on the subject, “Look- 
ing Toward Africa.” Surely Friends 
have reason to feel that the work of 
the Retherfords will be fruitful for 
the Kingdom, because they are go- 
ing with a deep sense of mission. 


A quartette of young people from 
Charlottsville played two _ instru- 
mental numbers. Julia Retherford 
sang “A Plea From Africa,’ a song 
which was used at the Conference 
on Africa held at Wittenberg Col- 
lege last June. 


Our Society is looking forward 
to the Fall Conference to be held in 
Richmond on October seventh. 


the work they will soon be taking 
up on the African Field. 

Eleanor Zelliott, our delegate to 
the World Conference of Christian 
Youth, led the devotional service at 
the evening session. Our guest 
speaker was Gabriello Castillo, who 
spoke to us about’ the conditions and 
concerns of her home country. She 
firmly believes that “Christ is the 
only hope,” and said that the motto 
of the Christian youth in Mexico 
is “Mexico for Christ in this present 
generation.” 

We had a Consecration Service for 
the newly appointed officers. Ruth 
Castle, Ridgefarm, Illinois, 
new president for the coming year. 


FRIENDSVILLE, TENNESSEE 
The Eighteenth Harvest Festival 


for Friendsville Academy will be | 


held in Thatcher Hall, Friday eve- 
ning, November 21. 

Farnum Hall is in the process of 
being remodeled and, in order-to 
complete this work, we’ must have 


funds for the installation of a heat- 


ing plant and lighting system. Out- 
side paint is also needed for this 
building. 

Other needs are: 

Funds to 
dormitory. 


is the | 


install furnace in a 


q a kettles and ‘pans for the 


kitchen. 
Linoleum for bath room. 
Scatter rugs for teachers cottage. 
Any contributions will be grate- 


‘fully accepted. 


(Note: For several years, the Unit- 
ed Society has been interested in 


the amount of offerings given to 


worthy causes outside our own 
budget. We feel sure that many 
groups will want to make contribu- 
tions to Friendsville. Please label 
your offering clearly: “For Friends- 
ville Academy,” and send it through 
your local, yearly meeting and Na- 
tional Treasurer. These funds will 


then be forwarded to Friendsville, 
to be used as you designate. 


There 
will also be a record of the good 
work you are doing). 


A thirteen year old boy has de- 
fined Stewardship in an unforgetta- 
ble picture: “Stewardship means 
that life is a great ship, loaded with 
a rich cargo of many things to be 
delivered to many people, in many 
places. God is the owner of the 


ship and the cargo, but I am the cap- 
tain—the one with the responsibility 
to deliver the goods.” 

—Allen Keedy 
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